Figure 1 Dr. Hoang Su, the first Vietnamese radiologist
In 1983, the first ultrasonograph was done in Viet Duc Hospital, Hanoi. In 1991, the first CT scanner was installed in Viet-Xo hospital, Hanoi, where in 1997, the first superconductive MRI system was installed to serve the patients in hospitals around Hanoi. Nuclear medicine specialty was just established in 1971 in Bach Mai hospital (Hanoi) and Cho Ray hospital (Saigon). This page number is not for citation purposes With interest and investment of the Vietnam Government as well as the Ministry of Health, radiology and nuclear medicine nowadays have a network of equipment and operates from communes to districts, provincial and central level. Equipment of radiology at grassroots level includes fetal ultrasonograph, black and white ultrasonograph mode B and approximately 50% of commune infirmary have small X-ray machines. District hospitals possess X-ray and ultrasonic diagnostic equipment. About 80% of the hospitals in province, cities and all central hospitals own 174 X-ray CT scanner (including 16 to 64 MSCT and one 128 MDCT), 51 MRI systems including 16 systems 1.5 T and one machine of Vietnam Radiology and Nuclear Medicine Association includes more than 800 members and sixmember assemblies in a number of cities and provinces, namely Ho Chi Minh, Danang, Binh Dinh, Thua ThienHue, Hai Phong, and Thanh Hoa.
Staff training in the field of radiology was conducted at four Universities such as: Hanoi Medical University, Ho Chi Minh City Medical University, Military Medical Academy, and Medical Faculty in Hue city. In 2008, Medical Faculty of Hai Phong City also started to train oriented X-ray physicians. Not all the radiologists are of the same level due to uneven education before. Since 2000, based on the decision of Ministry of Health to combine ultrasonography with Xray to form Diagnostic Imaging unit in public health facilities, the department of diagnostic imaging has included ultrasound diagnosis. Nuclear specialists began to be trained from 1989 in Hanoi.
Today, diagnostic imaging physicians are trained according to three levels:
 Oriented specialists are trained within 9 months, in the field of X-ray and diagnostic ultrasonography.  Specialists at level 1 are trained for 2 years in addition to oriented education.  Training of specialists at level 2 (2 years) is reserved for specialist level 1 who has at least 5 years experience.  Nuclear medicine physicians are separately trained and also follows three levels as stated above. Few radiology and nuclear medicine specialists have taken a short-term course in Switzerland, the United States, South Korea, Singapore and Thailand. The purpose to develop radiology and nuclear medicine from now to 2015:
1 To improve the national level of radiology and nuclear medicine, every effort should be concentrated on the following three main tasks:
-Expanding the investment on medical imaging and nuclear medicine equipments by all different sources. -Carrying out the annual Continuous Medical Education Program for every radiologist of all levels. -Realising closer cooperation with regional radiological organisations like AAR and AOCR and other developed countries to improve special knowledge and clinical experience.
